
Reality Check Instructions
Materials needed: Station Cards and Student
Answer Sheets

Instructions:
1) Set out station cards around the room.

2) Give every student an answer sheet.

3) Students travel around the room to each station
to make decisions about their financial future.

4) Teachers can set a timer to help with traffic!

5) After students go to every station, they will add
up all their monthly expenses. They will then use
the formula to determine how much taxes they
will have to pay. 

6) The students add yearly expenses and taxes to
determine the required annual salary to live their
desired lifestyle.

7) Students can go to www.texascareercheck.com
to search for jobs that make at least that much
money to discover all their options! If they have an
idea of what industry they would like to work in,
they can set different parameters for their search.

Workforce Solutions of West Central Texas is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services
are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Relay: 1-800-735-2989 (TTY) / 711 (voice). This

program/service is wholly funded with federal funds.

HOUSINGHOUSING
One of the biggest monthly costs

many adults encounter is housing. There are
several options to choose from. Make your

choice wisely!

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 



Reality Check Instructions
Materials needed: Station Cards and Student
Answer Sheets

Instructions:
1) Set out station cards around the room.

2) Give every student an answer sheet.

3) Students travel around the room to each station
to make decisions about their financial future.

4) Teachers can set a timer to help with traffic!

5) After students go to every station, they will add
up all their monthly expenses. They will then use
the formula to determine how much taxes they
will have to pay. 

6) The students add yearly expenses and taxes to
determine the required annual salary to live their
desired lifestyle.

7) Students can go to www.texascareercheck.com
to search for jobs that make at least that much
money to discover all their options! If they have an
idea of what industry they would like to work in,
they can set different parameters for their search.

Workforce Solutions of West Central Texas is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services
are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Relay: 1-800-735-2989 (TTY) / 711 (voice). This

program/service is wholly funded with federal funds.

UTILITIESUTILITIES
Once you have a place to live, you 

have to turn the lights on! You’ll also need water,
gas, and other utilities. Some of these utilities are

required, while others are optional.

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 
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FOODFOOD

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

Another important part of being an adult is
feeding yourself! You can choose from

grocery shopping and eating at home, fast
food, dining out, or a combination.
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TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

You need transportation to get to work, to the
store, and to other places you might need to go.
In a typical town in our region, you have several

options. These costs include gas and regular
maintenance for vehicles.
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CLOTHINGCLOTHING

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

As an adult, you have to have appropriate
clothing for different activities. You can

shop for the necessities, or go on
monthly shopping sprees.
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INSURANCEINSURANCE

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

Not only do you have to go to annual
check-ups, you have to be prepared for all kinds of

medical emergencies as an adult. Insurance helps pay
for those check-ups and emergencies. You must pick an

insurance package up top but you also 
may choose optional insurance below.
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PERSONAL CAREPERSONAL CARE

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

Showering, haircuts, manicures, 
gym memberships.. a lot goes into keeping up

your appearance as an adult! What kind of money
per month would you like to spend 

on personal care?
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ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

What are you going to do with your spare time?
As an adult, you have a lot of options on how to

spend your days off. Choose which activity sounds
the most fun and fits your budget.
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MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

What else do you see in your future? 
A pet? A new couch? A trip to Malibu?

Choose what extra items you would like to
save for monthly below.
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POST-SECONARYPOST-SECONARY
EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

Everyone has a career after high school, and each career
requires different post-secondary training. Based on what you

think you want to do and the training required, choose an
education for after high school. The amount corresponds to
the expenses that will be paid like a bill after you graduate.
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CHILDRENCHILDREN

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

Do you want to fill your house with little
feet, or maybe just furry feet? Children are

fun AND expensive. Choose below how
many you’d  like to have.
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SAVINGSSAVINGS

Write your choice on the 
Student Answer Sheet. 

Savings are what adults fall back on during
emergencies or how they save money for big
ticket items. How much do you want to save

each month?


